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A Special Message to Parents 
 
 Welcome to kindergarten!  While this is an exciting time for parents and their five-year-olds, it 
may also be a time of apprehension.  Ensuring a pleasant and smooth start to the school year for you 
and your child is of utmost importance to all educators in Robertson County Schools. 
 
 The information prepared in this booklet will answer some of the questions you will have about 
how the kindergarten program operates.  Of course, each school is unique and there will be some 
questions that should be asked of the teachers and principal in your school.  They are ready to assist you 
with any concerns or problems that you may encounter with registration, beginning school, or 
throughout the year.   
 
 The beginning of school is a wonderful time in a child’s life.  A positive kindergarten experience is 
critical to the development of successful life-long learners.  May the upcoming kindergarten year 
provide many happy memories.  You are encouraged to visit your child’s school often and to take an 
active role in his / her education.  Please let us know if there is any way we can help to make this a great 
year. 
 
 
Melanie Dickerson 
Office of Elementary Education 
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REGISTRATION REQUIREMENTS 

 
 Only a parent or legal guardian may register a child to attend school.  Proof of custody and/or proofs of residence 
will be required before final admission is granted.  It is not necessary for children to be present for registration.     
 Parents are asked to bring the following information when they come for registration. The information must be 
shown before a child can be officially enrolled; however, parents may pre-register their child and complete these 
requirements prior to the beginning of school.  

1. Proofs of Residence – shall include two of the following: property tax records, 
mortgage documents / property deed, income tax documents, lease agreement/rent receipts including date, amount 
and names of persons who made and received payments, utility bill (issued within the last 3 months of date of 
verification - water, gas, electric), state or government issued ID (example: driver’s license, auto registration), voter 
precinct identification, affidavit certifying address as student’s primary residence (student resides Monday through 
Thursday or the majority of the nights per month). 
     If you do not have proofs of residence, you must provide a notarized letter from the individual that permits you and 
your family to reside at his/her property.  The letter must state the relationship to the student and that the student will 
reside at his/her property full time for the length of the upcoming school year.  The letter must include the address of 
residence along with two proofs of residence (see required documents listed above) and the name(s) of 
parent(s)/guardian(s). 

2. Child’s birth certificate – long-form – must list name(s) of parent(s) – available at local Health Department 
3. Evidence of a current medical exam and required immunizations on a Tennessee form 
4. Parent’s / Guardian’s Drivers License and/or Photo ID 
5. Emergency contact information (names, addresses, and telephone numbers) 
6. Custody papers (if applicable) 

 

KINDERGARTEN SCHEDULE   
 Robertson County requires a full day Kindergarten program in all schools. Parents will be notified by the schools 
concerning specific dismissal procedures and times. 
 Specific attendance dates for the week of school will be communicated to parents no later than July 12.  All students 
(the full class) are scheduled to attend school daily beginning on August 12.   
 

SCREENING  
 State Board of Education regulations require that all students be screened to determine potential learning problems 
which should be addressed.  Screening consists of very basic tasks which indicate the child’s developmental performance 
levels.  There are no required mastery levels and no preparation is required.    
 Kindergarten students will be assigned a screening time during the first week of school.  The student will be required 
to attend only during this screening time. Parents may accompany their child, or another adult may bring the child for 
screening.  Screening results can only be released to a parent or legal guardian. 
 

KINDERGARTEN ATTENDANCE 
 Kindergarten is available to all students who are five (5) years of age on or before August 15 of the upcoming school 
year.  State law requires that all students attend Kindergarten prior to admission to first grade. 
 Students enrolled in Kindergarten must abide by all attendance laws and regulations set forth by the state and the 
local board of education.   
 Students may attend Kindergarten in a non-public program.  Students seeking admission to public schools upon the 
completion of Kindergarten in a non-approved program are subject to the same admission regulations as all other students. 
 

BREAKFAST AND LUNCH PROGRAM 
 All schools serving Kindergarten offer a breakfast program free of charge.  Hot, nutritious meals are also served at 
lunch.  Money for lunch should always be enclosed in an envelope with the student’s name, individual account number, 
grade, and the teacher’s name on the envelope. 
 Applications for free or reduced meals will be sent to each parent at the beginning of the school year and are 
available all during the year.   
 

OPEN HOUSE AND PARENT ORIENTATION 
 Each school will host an Open House and/or Parent Orientation meeting at the beginning of the year.  It is important 
that parents attend these meetings.  Specific information about your child’s school will be presented in these meetings. 
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TRANSPORTATION 
School bus transportation is available to all Kindergarten students.  Information concerning bus routes will be 

available during registration.  If a school bus does not currently serve your area, please contact the Supervisor of 
Transportation at 615-384-4555. 

STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES 
 In compliance with state and federal law, the Robertson County School district will provide to each protected 
student with a disability, without discrimination or cost to the student or family, those related services or accommodations 
which are needed to provide equal opportunity to participate in and obtain the benefits of the school program and 
extracurricular activities to the maximum extent appropriate to the student’s abilities.  In order to qualify as a protected 
student with a disability, the child must be of school age with a physical or mental disability which substantially limits or  
prohibits participation in or access to an aspect of the school program.  For further information on the evaluation procedures 
and provision of services to protected disabled students, contact your school. 
 It is the policy of the Robertson County School System not to discriminate on the basis of sex, race, national origin, 
creed, age, marital status, or disability in its educational programs, activities, or employment policies as required by Title VI 
and VII of the 1964 Civil Rights Act, Title IX of the 1972 Education Amendments, and Section 504 of the Federal Rehabilitation 
Act of 1973.Robertson County Schools is a Tennessee Drug-Free Workplace. 
 

ROBERTSON COUNTY SCHOOLS DEPARTMENT OF SCHOOL NURSING SERVICES 
If your child requires medication at school, the following guidelines must be followed: 
1) The medicine must be brought to school and taken to the office by a responsible adult. It cannot be sent to school on the 
bus or carried into the school by a child. This medicine must be in a properly labeled prescription bottle or if this medicine is 
an over-the-counter medication it must be in a new, unopened bottle. School personnel must be assured that they are giving 
what the bottle says it contains. Any medicine sent to school in a zip-lock bag will not be given. 

a. The adult bringing the medication to school should allow some time to assist the staff member receiving the 
medication with a pill count. (This procedure is necessary to assure that all medications received and given by 
school personnel are accounted for.) 

2) All medications must be accompanied with a note from the parent giving permission for the medicine to be given at 
school. If a physician prescribes this medication, a doctor’s order and a permission to release information should be on file in 
the nurse’s office. These forms are to be completed by the doctor and parents.  They may be picked-up at the school’s office 
or nurse’s clinic at the school. 
3) Medications, such as antibiotics, that are to be administered 3 times a day should be given at home on the following 
schedule: when the child gets up; when the child gets home from school; and when the child goes to bed. 
4) The parent is responsible for picking up any remaining or unused medication. If the parent does not pick up the remaining 
or unused medication it will be “flushed” at the end of the school year. 
Thank you for your assistance in helping us to maintain a safe environment where children can learn. 
 

GETTING CHILDREN READY FOR SCHOOL 
 Kindergarten is a very important time in a child’s life.  His/her experiences in Kindergarten are critical to happy, 
successful years of formal education.  It is an exciting time for you, as well.  Parents want their children to have a smooth 
transition from home to school.  Here are some things you can do to prepare your child for school. 
1. Be enthusiastic and talk about school and teachers positively.  Your child’s attitude toward school will be influenced by 

what you say and do.  Understand your child’s concerns about beginning school and address them as openly and 
positively as possible.  

2. Teach your child to respect themselves and others.  Talk with your child about the exciting new friends he/she will have.  
Teach tolerance of differences and encourage courteous behavior toward everyone. 

3. Play games which help your child recognize basic colors, shapes and numerals.  Children who have some basic skills often 
feel more confident and successful. 

4. Write your child’s name on personal belongings (clothes, book bags, lunch boxes, school supplies, etc.) and help him/her 
recognize his/her name. 

5. Teach your child his/her full name, address, and phone number.  Teach parent or guardian’s proper name. 
6. Teach personal care skills including: zipping, fastening, blowing nose, and independent restroom use.  
7. Discuss with your child those persons with whom he/she may and may not leave.  Discuss what to do if approached by a 

stranger or someone with whom your child should not have contact. 
8. Count objects with your child and read as much as possible.  Reward quiet, attentive listening and participation. 
9. Provide opportunities for cutting with scissors, gluing, coloring, and playing with clay or play dough. 
10. Dress your child comfortably in clothes with fasteners he/she can operate.  Put labels in all coats, jackets, caps, and other 

clothing. 
11. Begin a routine.  Establish good sleeping habits of eight to ten hours of sleep per night. 
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Pre-Kindergarten Skills 
 

The following is a list of skills that most kindergartners have acquired prior to entry into school.  Mastery of these skills is not 

required for kindergarten entry. 

 

Size 

Understands big and little  

Understands long and short 

Matches shapes or objects based on size 

 

Colors and Shapers 

Recognizes and names primary colors  

Recognizes circles 

Recognizes rectangles 

Matches shapes or objects based on shape 

 

Numbers 

Counts orally through 10 

Counts objects in one-to-one correspondence 

Understands empty and full 

Understands more and less 

 

Reading Readiness 

Remembers objects from a given picture 

Knows what a letter is 

Has been read to frequently 

Looks at books or magazines/owns books 

Recognizes some nursery rhymes 

Identifies parts of the body 

Identifies objects that have a functional use 

Knows common farm and zoo animals 

Pronounces own first and last name 

Expresses self verbally 

Identifies other children by name 

Tells the meaning of simple words 

Repeats a sentence of 6-8 words 

Completes incomplete sentences with proper word 

Pretends to read 

Understands that print carries a message 

Uses left-to-right progression 

Answers questions about a short story 

Tells the meaning of words heard in a story 

Looks at pictures and tells a story 

Identifies own first name in manuscript 

Prints own first name 

 

Position and Direction 

Understands: 

     up, down, in, out, front, back, on, over,  

     under, top, bottom, middle, beside, next to 

Understands hot and cold 

Understands fast and slow 

 

Time 

Understands day and night 

Knows age and birthday 

 

 

 

 

 

Listening and sequencing 

Follows simple directions  

Listens to a short story  

Listens carefully  

Recognizes common sounds 

Repeats a sequence of sounds 

Repeats a sequence of orally-given numbers 

Retells simple stories in sequence 

 

Motor Skills 

Is able to:  run, walk in a straight line, jump, hop,     

alternate feet walking down stairs, march 

Is able to stand on one foot 5-10 seconds 

Is able to walk backwards for five feet 

Is able to throw a ball 

Is able to cut and paste 

Claps hands 

Matches simple objects  

Copies simple shapes 

Touches fingers 

Buttons 

Builds with blocks 

Completes simple puzzles (five pieces) 

Draws and colors beyond a simple scribble 

Zips 

Controls pencil and crayon 

 

Social-Emotional Development 

Knows full name 

Can be away from parent several hours 

Takes care of toilet needs independently 

Feels good about self 

Is not afraid to go to school 

Cares for own belongings 

Dresses self 

Knows how to use tissue 

Knows own sex 

Brushes teeth 

Crosses street safely 

Knows parents’ names 

Knows home address and phone number 

Enters into dinner table conversation 

Carries a plate of food 

Maintains self-control 

Gets along with other children 

Recognizes authority 

Shares with others 

Talks easily 

Meets visitors without shyness 

Puts away toys 

Is able to stay on task 5-10 minutes 

Is able to play or work independently 


